
Home Club
For Mothers

Succeeds
Cooperativ e Scheme to

Care for Children of

Hih Grade Work-

ers May Be Extended
Generally in City

W
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li.rlV

UST NINETY-SECON- D STREET in

the liltirk between the i'ark and the

"U" was amazed to see Itself one

recently "all dolled up" for a block
exactly M If 'ho year of our Lord

,,s still l9U-lM- 8i when that kind or y

wis common In New Vork. The
Mocl) was roped off and at either end sat

plftty ticket sellers who easily persuaded

th ciiri"iis passershy to come In by pay-n(- ni

of ,1 small fee and enjoy themselves.

Tdrre wai a band that played for dancing

at the end nearest the park, there were

:ih galore and so many light! under Ori-

ental ihades that the use of the conven-llona- l

term innumerable is for once almost
permissible,

The building at No. 60 In this Mock was
th? centre from which all the gay features
of this party emanated and it was for w hat
jilt building holds that these features were

Inaugurated.
It a the Mothers' Cooperative Home Club,

;,nt what moneys were taken In at the party
vint to pay for a roof garden that was

installed there. The women behind
DM club realized that a roof garden was
etientlal to the happiness and well being of

the Inmate, so they iiut It in and then made
plans to pay what It cost. That's the mod-

em way of financing things.
The Mothers' Cooperative Home Club has

no) been In existence-quit- one year and it
- still in ihe experimental stage, but every-,- ,

dj connected with It says with a happy
smile that the experiment looks like a suc-,es- s.

If it proves so, and the proof will be
lound In the fact that the dub is

then others will lie started, some of
them to lie In less expensive quartern of the
city.

For Those of Fair Salaries.

The idea used as the bads of this undcr-t.ikin- g

is that there are numerous mothers,
id (lowed by the war and other causes, who

been compelled to 'become the wage
earners of the family. These women are
itenographera, bookkeepers, teachers, 4c
ind are in receipt of fair salar.li s. Pair as it
may be, this salary Is not adequate to pay
the hire of a housekeeper, a nurse or gov-

erness to look after an apartment and the
ihlklren while the mothers are at their busi-
ness, I'nder present bieh rent conditions,
III many cases, it Is not sufficient to provide
il apartment.

There are many day nurseries throughout
the city where the children of working
r.omen of the manual class are cared for
luring certain daylight hours for a small
mm, but these places do not answer the

ml-- of the class referred to above and the
v rathe Home Club does. It Is modelled

degree on a similar Institution whlrh
U been established for several years In
:yco, hut with this difference, the Chl- -

pt institution is partly charitable, this one
n Ne York asks for no money from its

founders, but starts to pay its own way.
At the opening, the Ethical Society, with

Dt Fells Adler and his able associates,
inlfested a willingness to father the club.

I it o'.n found, however, that these men
r.ii women could give little working time to

interests, and besides the connection
- ive .in incorrect conception of the club's

if oae, which Is to keep It strictly n.

The women, therefore, who had
guniscd the club decided to follow it up

den". The officers are Mrs. Simon Frankel,
Mrs Lionel Sutro. Mrs. Henry Wurzburg
ind Mrs J. J, Frank. The resident superint-
end lit is Miss Rae Lewis.

Mother! are received as paying guests

SQUIRE HARDING," an early
of the town of Old Mystic,

Conn., has been traced as an an- -

ir of Warren ;. Harding, Presidential
iti nf the Republican party, by the

,ialog!st of that city of the present day.
in nncester to be proud of, a typical

Ns Er glander, and came from Hard! tigs
III fought in the wars of the Revolution

1812. The names of Seth. Stephen and
'"ni,h Harding, which glorify the family
' " ;. nf note in the early history of
'1 Mystic.

I'M Squire" was the postmaster of
' " stlc ind the village storekeeper. He

'l i 'he founders of the town's bank
leader in all Its ' enterprises. Later

l! r. presented his district In the Legisla- -
As a proof that among the various

"ralni of nationality which flow in the
r 'he Harding of y a picture of

try Harding, "the old Squire," shows that
s and candidate Warren G. Harding have
Cor in common than a surname. The

pie of Mystic have carefully traced out
an i icestral line to show that Warren Ga--

Harding is a true descendant of their
Xnerated itizen.

This relationship Is not so close as the
i of Mystic would like to have It, for

:' i of the family tree can be produced
further back than the time of Jeremiah
Harding, but there Is no doubt that the Har-Wn-

now living In Mystic are direct
of the Harding who established

family in America, and they are con-V"'- "I

that Senator Harding is a relative,
''hr"-;- of another branch of the family
tree

Hardings Before 1650.
Before the year 1J50 there were no less

jhan ix eHry emigrants of this name to
Nw England colonies. These included

' "h;,m r,f Massachusetts. Elizabeth, who
J Widow ipft many descendants; George

Mem, John of Weymouth and Robert
r Hr,M,,n hose chlidren settled In t.

.
' Harding came from England In

''-- Il, n nnM u m',11,3 Ui lllir 111, r; ,',
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with children from 2 years to 12 years old.
They pay for room and board (mother and
child), $1" per week; for more than one
child the additional price is pro rafn. Thus it
will be seen that charity has no part In this
buslress arrangement. When it Is once en-

tered Into with an applicant the working
mother may dismiss from her mind all fears
about her child's welfare during the hours
she is compelled to be absent from it. She
breakfasts with It In the large and charming
(bniiig room and then turns it over to a
nurse-lnStrUGt- whose duty It is to keep
the child healthfully entertained and, in the
ci.se of the eider children, instructed in
simple educational matters until the parent
returns In time for dinner.

There are large play rooms fitted up to
help in the child's Intellectual development
an I games indoors are constantly going for-war- d

during tile waking hours of the little
ones in these rooms when the weather is too
ccld or Inclement for outdoor exercise. But
there are few days when the children do not
get at least a walk in the nearby Central
Park and very many days see them In this
big outdoor play room all day long. The
afternoon nap Is, of course, Insisted on.

When it is observed how large a staff of

assistants Is required for this kind of per-

sonal attendance, the price asked by the
directors of this club will not seem excessive,
being little more than the wages demanded
by the ordinary child nurse.

Can Take in 25 Mothers.
The Home Club can accommodate at 60

Wist Ninety-secon- d street twenty-fiv- e moth-

ers with from one to two children each. A

parent has her own room, and service Is In-

cluded in the sum she pays for it. Tbe club
directors were fortunate in being able to get
possession of their present quarters, which
would seem as Ideal for their experlmento
as If It had been built for V i expressly.

The house was erected some seventeen
years ago by Judge Keeler as a sort of
community home for his married children.
It is 25 feet wide and four stories above the
hasemciw. ( n each floor arrangements were
made for the married sons and daughters
to keep house if they so elected, or they
could at will have their meals In the big
family dining room. There Is due to this
arrangement more than the ordinary house
conveniences on all the upper floors, includ-

ing hath room and offices. At comparatively
small cost changes were made, such as large
rooms partitioned off into smaller ones, Ac,
to make the house suitable for club pur-
poses.

"There are two points the directors wish

Squire Harding of Old Mystic, Conri.,

Ancestor of the Republican Nominee
OLD
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in tbe Kevolutlon and no less man sixteen
Hardings served In the war of 1776.

Included In that list of sixteen Revolu-

tionary soldiers is Jeremiah Harding, pro-

genitor of the Mystic Hardings.
The Connecticut Hardings. from whom

Senator Warren G- Harding descends, were
the descendants of Joseph.

It is believed, although the lineage can-

not be traced back that far by the Mystic
family, that Jeremiah Harding was a direct
descendant of Joseiph Harding.

Nathan Harding, grandfather of Warren
G, was born in 1746 In Middle Haddam.
George Tryon Harding, son nf Nathan, Is

the father of Senator Harding. Starting,
then, with Jeremiah, the ancestry Is clear
down to the present generation of Mystic
Harding descendants.

Fought at New London.

Jeremiah Harding was an officer In the
Regular Army at Fort Trumbull. New Lon-

don. On the morning of September 6, 1781,

he, with the command at Fort Trumbull,
went to Fort Grlswoid, across the river In

Groton. as a volunteer for that day's battle
with the British. During th battle at
Fort Grlswoid that day Jeremiah Harding
was one of the prisoners captured and car-

ried off by the British.
Later he was returned, however, and he

appears again In the War of 1812 as having
enlisted as a private from New London.
Whether or not ho was killed In battle Is not
known, but when he died he was hurled
with military honors by officers from Fort
Trumbull. Hjs burial was in the Old Bury-

ing Ground, which is now known as Williams
Memorial Park.

The son of Jeremiah Harding was Henry,
referred to above by the title oftenest given

him by Mystic people. The "Old Squire"
died October 6, 1866. He was 77 years old

and Is burled In River Bend Cemetery, mid-

way between Old Mystic and Mystic.
Nearly all the living descendants of Henry

Harding are residents of Mystic. The family

of Henry Harding Tift and his descendants
mi. n ,,,:, ..I ,. ,.L- tfvulln

Conn., and

a lineet. a solciier publican
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NO 60 WEST 92"? HOUSE OF THE MOTHERS

COOPERATIVE HOME CLUB

to make clear," explained Miss Ix?wis, the
resident superintendent, to a reporter for
Tt'K Svn ano New Yohk RgRALOj "they are
thai, everything else being satisfactory about
an applicant, we receive mothers of every re-

ligious denomination and that there are here
no institutional rules. This Is Just what It

purports to be a Mothers' Cooperative
Club, and while we have rules, as every
well conducted home must have them, ours
are not widely different from home rules.

"The impression has gone abroad that we

are a Jewish society; that is due to the per-

sonnel, but the directors and officers are
broad minded, unprejudiced and unsectarlan
women of the world, whose aim is' to ac-

complish a good thing in a fine way with-

out being hampered by parochial ideas and
to fill a real want that everybody acquainted
with the situation must admit exists.

"Our children show by their facial charac-
teristics that they come from various races
and every child reelved here with Its mother
Is taught morality in a universal way, the
kind of Ideals of honor and truth, fidelity
and patriotism that are found, or should be

found, in every religious sect.
"These are big words to use with regard

to little children's and In fact our little ones
are permitted to grow up naturally without
too much stress being laid on matured sys-

tems of ethics. We look after their growing
bodies and minds, but we do nothing calcu-

lated to force either one.
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lOR thrills certain and cheap many

women prefer the auction room to

the best melodrama ever written,

but it Is the Innocent who gets most of

them and reacts most violently. Quite re-

cently a housekeeper noticed the red flag

up on a house In her and
after looking the offerings over she in-

formed her husband that she meant to at-

tend the sale and acquire, If possible, two
side chairs which had caiight her fancy.
He advised her to be careful and protect her
pocket by taking with her a sum of money
not exceeding $5. And this measure of pre-

caution she promised to observe.
On the day of the auction she went early

and got a good seat, hut a long wait Inter-

vened between the first articles put up and
the chairs she fancied. ne of these articles

The first bid Itwas a small yellow pitcher.
live in niwn, u --r frth immm IS ,,nl Merev! thought

Tlfton, Ua reel proud or tneir ,V" " " . ,.:;.." Ihn,h . rlKt.ni nnr. In the Re- - the innocent, too pnrner musi m- - o.c..

party's Presidential nominee. T more than that, so she raised the bid to 2o
A David was

"Everything is done here on a liberal
sci.lo; the table is of the best hut simple
foods, the rooms are more than comfortable,
they are prettily furnished, and we try to
look out for the mothers' comfort as well as
that of their children. To do It satisfac-
torily eats up a great deal of money, but we

don't expect to ask aid to make up a deficit
at the end of the year.

"A great mafi.v women besides those named
in the prospectus are interested In our suc-

cess, feeling that the aim is high and the
need great. These women help us out with
personal effort; they can be called on to do
almost anything for the club, and they would
reply with donations If that were necessary.
We don't want It ever to become so. Among
these workers for us are as many Gentile aa
there are Jewish women.

"In the block party which we held all of
our neighbors without regard to creed
turned In and helped to make It a suc-

cess. The women baked cakes, cookies,
bread and pies in great profusion and then
came and helped to sell them. Others
brought donations of fancy work, children's
layettes, flowers, 4c, while still others
dressed up In costumes and told fortunes or
c'ld anything they could turn their hand to
and helped Increase the fund we required
to pay our bills for the roof garden.

"That was an expensive outlay, but It was
undertaken Without too many misgivings.
You see it was appointed so that we can

She Got the Yellow Pitcher

neighborhood,

cents. The first bidder rose to 36 cents, and
thinking that she wouldn't let her opponent
walk away with the prize for such an Insig-

nificant sum up she went to 50 cents. By

this time her face was flushed and the usual
thing happened.

JSlxty cents, 75 cents, 11, $1.25; and a half,

and a half; make It $2?" She nodded, but the
old game went on, and with every raise she
felt more determined that other woman
should not have the little yellow pitcher.
As she reached $4.50 opposition ceased and
the innocent cried out:

"Did I get It?"
"You got It," replied the auctioneer.
That night at dinner her husband re-

marked Jocosely that he presumed the two
side chairs wouldn't come home till next "day.

and added: ''Of course you did not spend
more than $5?"

"No, I didn't; I spent only $4.50, and I

iHuight I bought" But she could not
bring herself to tell him, for by this time she
had waked up.

l,i at It and use it in the winter time. It
will lie. a great solace to the children and
none of the expense of It will be felt by our
cooperative boarders. Whatever we can do

to make the club attractive and beneficial to
our little people we mean to do, but we are
not Increasing the board bill to pay for
added attract ions.

Ample Reward in Results.

"The this club has already done pocintlon, which had Immediate and
removing anxiety from the minds of the
n, others who hold good clerical positions
with fair salary, but which Is yet not great
enough to warrant a separate establishment,
has fully rewarded all the time and trouble
arid expense. Hur mothers are happy, able
to give their best work to their employers,
and you con see for yourself tnut the chll-aie- n

are well and happy too. It Is, In fact, a
happy family, and the wish of everybody
v.ho has taken the interest to come and see
what we are doing is that our work will
prosper and become extended."

The children boarders surely looked well

kept, and by the constant ripple of that
sweetest human mus'o, child laughter, that
was to be heard about the clubhouse their
spirits were felt to lie gay.

As the writer turned to go down the
front steps of the big while and red house a
band of little ones with ages ranging from
R to 8 or 9 passed him returning from an
afternoon In the park. They seemed like
the happy and healthy progeny - these little
half orphans of well to do parents.

Costuming a Play
are apt to be impressed with the

WE to the production of the

bizarre costumes of such plays as

"Chu Chin Chow," or costumes of a risque
character like those of the Winter Garden

or rantastic and neaiiurui creations us.e

those of Leon Rakst for the Russian Ballet,
or the period dressing In the "Jest," "Ham-

let" and "Richard III.," or the fashionable
gowns for such a play as "Declassee," but
we give scant consideration to the fact that
any particular effort or thought has been
expended in the costuming of such a simple
comedy, as Rachel Crothers's clever charac-
terization in her play, "3fl East." which
sketches an appealing story of youthful love
against a humorous luickground of boarding
house life. ,

The experienced oostiimcr, however, will

tell you that in just such a play as this, the
producer faces the grave danger of over
accentuation, of losing the author's subtle
characterization, in attracting the attention
of the audience to the clothes rather than
to the character.

An eminent playwright has "to an
audience seeing a finished production, the
matter of dressing may seem a minor detail,
suggesting little of the time and attention
given to it. In fact, when a 'play is so cos-

tumed that the onlooker leaves the theatre
without any dominating thought of the
ciothes that have been worn hy the char-

acters In the story, it is reasonably sure
the producer has succeeded In giving them
Just the right value."

In a play like "39 East" the time of day
must he given thought, and the Atmosphere
and manner of a typical "genteel" boarding
house following, depicted. The designer must
realize the potency of dress, which so truly
reflects the traits and characteristics of the
Ir.dlvidual. and every means should he taken
to give a faithjul reproduction. A sympa-

thetic mind for character study is of great
value in this work.

The audience should not have to he told
that the twins, Saidee and Myrtle Clnrrnce,
are unsophisticated, and that their clothes
are remodelled homemade affairs, or that
Mi.1.1 McMastcm represents an elderly New
England spinster, with all the traditions to
boot, nor that Mrs. Smith, the Southern
widow. Is of a somewhat feline type and
disposition; her whole attire must declare
It her clothes must he exactly what such a
type would be apt to select. And as for the
cold, unbending henna haired, hardened
boarding house keeper, the costumer could
not think of anything better to reflect her

than stiff black, large figured moire, or
a pretentious wine colored velvet.

All these clothes must In color as well as
type be a foil for the heroine's charming
and unique little figure, which must he
gowned In a trim and tidy fashion., which
In spite of Its inexpensive simplicity must
be chic and possess Individuality, and so we

have the bright pink chambray, the simple
blue chiffon and the becoming tan Jersey of
Penelope Penn. The fichu Is a naive, touch
to emphasize the desired qualntness.

In costuming a play, taste. Imagination
and observation are usually the main re-

quirements; even the simplest production
has Its atmosphere and moods, and it re-

mains true, that while some society plays
and musical comedies are not difficult many
plays that look the simplest, are, as a matter
of fact, the hardest to correctly dress.

Italy Likes
Cooperative

, Business
Costs Cut by System

Started Sixty Years
Ago and All Sorts
of Trade Is Now

Handled
cooperative movement which la

THE almost dally attention In

because of Its assistance
costs of office and

in meeting the soaring
home rentals, has been cutting down costs

for thousands of cooperators In Italy during

the last sixty years. The Individual saves

through the investment of the many. This

fundamental principal underlies all coopera-

tive efforts, whether they concern the pur-

chase of an apartment house, the financing
the erection of a

of an office skyscraper,
neighborhood garage or the control of the
Italian steamship Croma, which touched at

New York a few days ago.

This ship Is one of five freighters recenUy

acquired from the Italian Government by a
cooperative association known as the

Garibaldi, with a membership of ,11.00(1

marine officers and sailors. Each member

of the organization is a shareholder in the

fleet, participating In the profits on sales of

the iemons, cherries, pumice stone and gar-

lic which the Crema brought to America.

Famine Started the Movement.

The progress of cooperation In Italy Is

hv thr, Monlit Labor RrvU-w- , pub

lished by the United States Department of

Labor, as follows:
The cooperative movement in Italy dates

tack toUbOUt 1864. when, In order to mitigate

the effects of a famine, the General Associa-

tion of Workers at Turin organized a co-

operative store. Ten years later the railway

officials at Turin organized a consumers as

good In success

said,

type

soon was doing an annuals-busines- or oi"i
a million lire ($193,000 par). About the

same time (1S64) a similar organization was

formed hy railway officials at Milan. o

of ooinlon cause a division of the

society into two societies, both
.111 evif ind rank among the

of which
most lm- -

portant societies In Italy.
The period of 187A-1R9- 0 saw the formation

of s number of cooperative agricultural so-

cieties, as well as productive socletes formed

by various occupational groups, such as

printers Joiners, blacksmiths, shoemakers,
masons.' dockers, 4c. Though many of these

latter failed because of "their inability to

conquer the Individual spirit of their mem-

bers" enough were successful to demon-

strate the feasibility of this form of cooper-

ative enterprise.
The National Cooperative League waa

formed at the first National Congress, held

at Milan In (Vtober, 1866. This league Is

composed of societies representing all types

of cooperative effort. Since the formation
of the league the number of affiliated socle-ti- es

has increased from thirty-si- x in 1866 to

3.000 In 1919.

It Is stated that In the last few months
the number of cooperative societies in Italy

has grown to 10,000. The societies are small,

however, the average membership being 150.

Figures collected by the Italian National

Cooperative League show that the 7,219 so-

cieties for wmch Information was obtained

ore divided according to type of society as
follows:

Consumers' societies 3.814

Productive and labor societies. . .2,351

Agricultural societies 425

Miscellaneous societies 425

Federations of Bocletles 234

Total 7.249

Fifty of the most important societies did

a combined business of 280.000.000 lire ($:4.-04- 0

000, par) during 1918 and exceeded this

figure in 1919. The Cooperative Colon at

Milan alone had a turnover of 70.ooo.oOO

lire ($13 510.000 par), and the Cooperative

Alliance at Turin of 40,000,000 lire ($7,720,- -

000 par). .

The labor societies form a special phase of

the cooperative movement In Italy. These

societies undertake contracts for work which

Is performed by the members. It is reported

that In some provinces these cooperative so-

cieties have practically driven private con-

tractors out of business. The cooperative
lobor societies of Reggio were given the
work of reconstructing the Reggio-Cran- o

Railway, and have for the last ten yens
been responsible for Its management.

Another dlstlctive feature of the Italian
movement Is the collective leaseholdlng so-

cieties organized generally for the purpose
of finding employment for their members.
Though according to reports these societies
h;.ve not acquired sufficient land to provide
continuous employment for their members,
their work has resulted in a distinct im-

provement in this respect. The following
slatement shows the amount of land culti-
vated by the collective leaseholdlng societies
in each province:

Acres.
Bergamo 2,189
Milan 2.241
Pavia IJ0
Parma 2,901
Reggio d'Emilla 3,'57i
Modena 240
Bologna 4, 4;H
Ravenna 17.297
Ferrara 1,011
Siruy 70,137

Total .105.225

Electricity in Wire Fences- -

time ago the Department of
SOME was led by complaints from

to Investigate the cause of
the corrosion of wire fences. Experts con-

cluded that the cause of the trouble a
metallurgical problem. The older iron wire
Is said to he more durable than the steel
wire later Introduced. The lesults of thn
tests made seem to Indicate that manga-
nese In the wire may have something to do
with the corrosion. Manga tese dissolved
In Iron up to a certain amount increases the
electrical resistance, but If the manganese
W not uniformly distributed electric cur-
rents may be generated In the wire when
wet with rain, leading to corrosion by elec-

trolysis. The deep pitting observed in cor-

roded wire is said to be characteristic of
electrolytic action.


